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COMPANY PROFILE

Parylene Coating Services has been 
operating for over 25 years and joined 

Curtiss-Wright in 2008, a $3b company 
providing niche highly engineered products 

and services worldwide.

With over 25 years of experience and 
expertise in the coating of complex 

geometries and challenging substrates, we 
are continually developing applications, 

adhesion promotion and production 
methods to meet our customers ever 

changing needs.

Tin-whiskers are often a hidden risk of failure in 
electronic components. The growth of these hair like 
crystalline structures is a phenomenon that until 
recently was less of a concern.
Before the RoHS Directive, the growth of 
tin whiskers was controlled very much by 
accident using lead solders; quite an 
effective suppressant. However the use of 
lead-free solders has seen the risk of tin 
whiskers become more prevalent. 

It is uncertain exactly what causes the 
growth of these metal structures, which 
can grow several millimetres to between 
1-10µm in diameter from the base of the 
finished surface.

Found in other metals such as Zinc, 
Cadmium, Indium, Aluminium and Silver 
the metal whisker can break off forming a 
bridge between two or more adjacent 
circuit elements causing them to short 
ccent 


